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Statement by Minister for Health 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Health) [9.07 am]: I recently had the privilege of visiting the 
Busselton Health Study centre in celebration of its fiftieth anniversary this year. The study began in 1966 as an 
initiative by a local GP, the late Kevin Cullen, when Busselton had a population of little more than 6 000 people. 
Since its modest beginnings there have been more than 25 000 participants in the study, with many of the initial 
cohort still involved today. During my recent visit I had the pleasure of meeting one such participant. Thanks to 
their generosity, the Busselton Health Study is now one of the longest–running longitudinal studies in the world 
and has made enormous contributions to international health and medical research. 
Over the years the study has attracted some of our leading researchers, including Fiona Stanley in relation to 
child health, Barry Marshall in gastroenterology, Bill Musk and Alan James for respiratory disease, and 
David Mackey in relation to eye health research. Data and biospecimens from the study have contributed to 
research around the world in areas such as healthy ageing, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, respiratory disease, 
obesity and sleep disorders. The study has been instrumental in key scientific findings, such as discovering the 
first genetic link with asthma and the gene associated with haemochromatosis, which is an iron overload 
disorder; documenting changes in cardiac and respiratory disease, and the impact of smoking and asthma on 
long-term lung function; and understanding the spread of helicobacter, which is the cause of peptic ulcers. The 
latest research promises to help doctors tailor future treatment and preventive medicine for individual patients 
through genetic testing. 
I am proud to advise the house that the Liberal–National government not only provides free clinical 
accommodation for the south west–based research team, but also has committed $400 000 over four years in 
direct funding to the Busselton Health Study. Part of this funding is being used to remeasure participants in the 
baby boomer study, which investigates the impact of multiple illnesses on physical and mental wellbeing. In 
addition to this investment, earlier this month I also had the pleasure of announcing $1.3 million of funding over 
the next three years to establish WA’s first clinical trials and data centre. This funding is part of the $30 million 
FutureHealth WA initiative, which promotes innovation across our growing health and medical research sector. 
The Liberal–National government is making a significant investment to support our researchers. I wish them 
well for the future and congratulate the Busselton Health Study on its successes to date. 
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